----------------------------------

1) CHELSEA/JEM/GREG/RENA et al.

Chelsea has been kidnapped by Dean (Nick's righthand man), hidden in the old "Playland" amusement park. Later that day, Jem gets a visit from Dean while Rena is over;  Jem pushes Rena outside through the back exit, but she hides and hears the conversation; Dean announces that Chelsea's dead unless Jem comes  up with the money or accepts Cam's offer for the paper. On an impulse,  Rena follows Dean to the amusement park and manages to sneak in.*  She  nurses Chelsea (who has a bad reaction to the chloroform Dean used to knock her out) and is about to help her escape when Dean returns. Now  both Chelse and Rena are captured.  

(* If this is unworkable, Rena will be captured on her way out of Jem's house.)

The women form a shaky bond in these strange surroundings, with a touch of humor since Chelsea remains her snarky self to a degree (especially when she discovers Rena went off to 'rescue' her without a plan -- "great, you didn't even bring a friggin' cell phone??")  . Meanwhile, a panicky Jem still has the presence of mind to pull a scam on Charles; disguising his voice, he calls Charles and announces that Chelsea's been kidnapped, and that if Charles doesn't work with her boyfriend to get the money she'll be in big trouble.  (Of course, Jem being Jem, he asks for double the amount he needs.)  Jem hurries over to commiserate with Charles, planning to take the money himself -- not realizing that Charles thinks that the "boyfriend" is Greg, and thus Charles rushes to confront  Greg with what's going on.   Jem shows up to explain things, and convinces Charles not to go to the cops.  Charles,comes through with the money for Jem to give to the kidnappers.  Jem triumphantly goes to  Dean -- but to his horror, Dean claims that it's too late: They meant business, and  both chicks are going to die. We learn from a convo between Nick &  Cam that the old amusement park -- owned by Cam's company Criterion --  is being demolished.

Now Jem goes to Greg and gets him to team up and help rescue the ladies. As it happens,  the rescue doesn't quite go as planned -- Rena/Chelsea manage to flee while the guys end up stuck as the building  collapses! The gals come through and save the day. Rena privately  promises to keep Jem's secret now that she knows how deadly serious Jem's (former) creditors are.  

Following this debacle,  Jem finally has a streak of good luck.  First, when Nick learns that Jem has come through with the  money, he tells Dean to back off even though Cam wants to press the issue.  Nick reminds Cam that he fulfills his deals, no matter what  Cam says, and since Jem paid up, they're square again.  Cam lets his brother win -- this time.  

In addition, Olivia finally decides to invest in the  newspaper -- and not knowing that the emergency has passed for now, Jem decides to agree to her terms.  Now armed with plenty of money, Jem quickly withdraws his insurance claim for the newspaper building bomb damage, causing Maxine's employer (the insurance co.) to tell her to drop  her fraud investigation.  Max isn't too pleased, but since she's not being paid to continue she drops it ... for now.  

Free of money problems for the first time in ages, Jem redoubles his efforts to woo Chelsea (which work, at least as far as their sexual relationship goes).  Meanwhile, Greg and Rena are happily reunited, and again he puts the moves on her.  Thanks in part to something Chelsea said during their confinement (what?), Rena demurs, causing a little confusion and frustration (as Greg gets more and more worried about his job situation thanks to Maxine's snooping).   Things are cleared up when she finally tells Greg the truth, and in the season finale they make love for the first time.   Little do they know that at on the same day, Maxine is uncovering the truth about Rena and Greg's giving untested medicine to Livvy -- and has gone to Charles with the info.

--------------------------------------

 2)  MIKE/MARTY/ALEX/DANIELLE

The night that Mike is supposed to be headed off to the Law Enforcement Workers Benefit in Manhattan, Martina receives an invitation to a secret, special night out; amused, she suspects that Mike the romantic is finally going through with his fake "kidnapping" gift.  To her delight, she's driven off in a limo, with champagne at the ready, and ends up on a yacht.  Of course, the boat starts off and her companion on the trip isn't Mike after all ... it's Alex. 

She demands that he stop the boat and take her back to shore. Alex claims he means her no harm, he just wants to have a one-on-one conversation w/her at last. A major argument ensues in which things get ugly, fast. Martina threatens to tell Cameron about Alex and Danny. Alex turns the tables and finally pulls out the videotape of the two of them -- and threatens to tell Mike of their little sexplay on her desk.  But Martina refuses to be intimidated or blackmailed; she reminds him that  she and Mike were broken up at the time, so though it is disgusting and somewhat embarrassing, it will hardly do the damage Alex thinks it will. 

Alex is taken aback by her  non-kowtowing to him, and things get even more heated between them. The last straw occurs when he notices that she's wearing an engagement ring -- an additional slap in his face, considering Marty broke off their own wedding plans years ago.  His rage gets too much and he lashes out  with violence, striking her. 

Later, as Marty lies unconscious, Danielle walks into the room --  she's been there the whole time, as it turns out.  Worried Alex doesn't understand why Martina's unconscious after just a slug, and Danny announces that she made Martina a bit more 'compliant' and loose by drugging the champagne thanks to a judicious use of GHB and/or ecstasy (the latter of which, btw, will be revealed as a part of Cam's drug business). Be that as it may, Alex frets that he's only made things worse now.  Danny shrugs -- whatever, just toss Martina off the side of the boat.  Alex doesn't want to murder, much to Danny's annoyance, and so she  offers him one last alternative: another go-round with the sex tape  idea, but this time making sure that Martina's engagement ring is  visible in the video -- so that  Mike will know exactly when Marty and  Alex 'made love'.  Alex guesses correctly that this was something Danielle planned all along.  And though he's not all that pleased with the idea, he agrees.

Next day, Martina wakes up in her house, bathed and in a bathrobe.  She can't remember what happened, but feels sick and scared. A videotape is lying beside her on the bed. She puts it on and sees  herself and Alex making love on the yacht, and to her horrified astonishment and disgust she appears to be taking part willingly.   She feels both violated and guilty for foolishly walking into Alex's trap.  Mike returns before she can process all this, and her instinctive reaction is to hide what happened.

Obviously this situation greatly affects her and Mike's relationship.  She tries to keep the trauma from him as best she can, and since Mike is  busy fretting over his brother's upcoming wedding, he doesn't notice her  "off" behavior.  Afraid that she can't continue to keep the secret, Martina finally decides that once the wedding is over with and Mike's ready to deal with other issues, she'll tell him about the rape. 

But things will disrupt her plans.

---------------------------

3)  JONNIE/NICK/ROSS/LAURIE/VICTOR etc.

 Jonnie and Dean have told the Vaughan family that the Skyfalls DA is planning a sting to catch illicit waterfront drug activity for some specific date coming up.  Naturally the Vaughans don't believe it, and suspect that there's some major deal in the works that the Nichols crew are planning for the waterfront that they don't want the Vaughans to get wind of.  Jonnie returns to Hugh Vaughan (the father) and admits that yeah, Nick was planning a trap -- but with what Jonnie knows, Vaughan can destroy Nick instead.  

Vaughan still doesn't buy this setup, but Jonnie surprisingly reveals something that neither Vaughan nor Nick know: he's working with the Skyfalls ADA to take Nick down -- and to prove it, he plays a tape he surreptitiously made of a meeting w/Ross.  Jonnie bitterly admits that he's tired of being everyone's patsy, and wants to end the situation once and for all; to do this, he'll make it easy for Vaughan to kill  Nick, Dean and Ross -- getting rid of all their problems.  Vaughan is happy to agree to the deadly plan, which is set to take place the night before Laurie/Victor's wedding -- at midnight.  Of course he warns that if anything doesn't go as planned, Jonnie will be dead meat.

As the days lead up to the endgame, Jonnie is extremely nervous and agitated.  He's now playing three different men against one another, and the stress nearly tears him apart.  One day Laurie notices this and suspiciously confronts him, wondering why he's so jumpy around Nick these days.  He turns the tables on her -- why is she acting so jumpy herself, when she's about to get married?  Shouldn't she be thrilled?  Like him, she doesn't answer, and the tense moment is interrupted.

The day before Laurie's wedding is a stormy afternoon.  Several hours before the midnight meeting time, Jonnie is on edge, grimly certain that his plans tonight will go awry and he'll be killed.  Unable to control his energy, he walks alone on the grounds.  He's surprised to find Laurie also by herself, in the garden house.  The two again clash, both upset and dreading the traps that lie ahead.  Not understanding what Laurie's problem is, he resentfully mocks her for complaining, letting wedding jitters get the best of her.  Laurie rails at him and at last admits she's only getting married because she thinks it'll get Adele and Cameron to stop using her as the Nichols family prostitute; the worst thing is, it probably won't even work and they'll *still* whore her out to do their bidding.   Jonnie bitterly agrees and says he knows exactly how she feels.  She doesn't believe him and leaves, angry and crying.  Feeling sympathy for her, he chases after her.  When he catches up with her and tells her that he's sorry, the tension between them breaks.  Soon the bond created by their mutual fear and desperation turns into an overwhelming, unthinking passion.  Needing to connect, they cling to one another and make love.  

Hours later, Ross calls Jonnie to confirm the meeting place where Jonnie has been told to lure Nick and Vaughan.  Ross thinks that Jonnie, who is wired, will be setting the two mobsters up to provide conclusive evidence of their drug/criminal activity.  Ross is supposed to stay nearby with officers ready to make the arrest.  When the meeting really occurs, however, Jonnie has purposely told Ross the wrong location and turned off his mic, leaving Ross "deaf" to what's really going down.   

Vaughan and his bodyguard Scanlon arrive thinking that Jonnie has double-crossed Nick and Ross -- but of course, the truth is that Jonnie's gotten Vaughan in place to be killed, just as Nick wanted.   Vaughan realizes what's happened and warns Nick that if he thinks that getting the DA to put him in prison will end their feud, he's mistaken.  Nick quietly agrees, pulling out a gun and killing his rival as Dean does the same to Scanlon.  Hearing the shots, Ross rushes forward, knowing something's gone very wrong. 

Meanwhile, Nick quickly retreats, knowing that Ross is about to arrive for Dean/Jonnie to deal with. As Dean orders Jonnie into position to ambush Ross, Jonnie agrees and takes out his gun.  Ross arrives, and without batting an eye, Jonnie saves Ross by killing Dean in cold blood.  

Ross is both horrified by the violence and furious that he's been set up.  A shaken Jonnie reminds him that now he has three trophies to take home: one dead mob boss (Vaughan), and two dead goons (Dean and Scanlon).  He also flatly tells Ross that with this deal, he's through with the undercover crap.  Jonnie wants out from under Ross's thumb.  Ross refuses, but Jonnie dryly says that he should never say no to a guy holding a gun.  Ross angrily realizes that Jonnie's threatening him, but Jonnie surprises him by wiping the gun clean and handing it to Ross.  Jonnie explains: "As far as anyone knows, you're the one who shot Dean.  Killed him in self-defense."  After a tense moment, Ross makes the unethical decision to lie in order to save Jonnie from Nick's wrath.  In return for Jonnie's saving Ross's life, Ross allows Jonnie to leave.  

Jonnie returns to Nick with the news that the cops shot Dean.  A somber Nick is regretful, but tells Jonnie that the satisfaction of revenge is worth the grief.  As Jonnie listens, Nick tells Hannah that Vaughan, the scumbag who put her in the wheelchair, is finally dead.  Husband and wife embrace, but over Nick's shoulder Hannah watches Jonnie and can see that something terrible has happened to him.  He leaves without a word.  Wanting to erase the blood from his mind, Jonnie finds himself drawn to Laurie's house.   She answers the door as if having expected him.  But as he starts towards her, Victor appears behind her.  At once Jonnie stammers an apologiy of some kind, mentally realizing how stupid it was of him to expect Laurie to be alone the night before her wedding.  He somehow finds his way home alone.

The wedding day, and it seems that everyone wants to stop the proceedings.  Adele visits Laurie and, when her threats don't work, coldly wishes her a happy wedding -- enjoy it while you can.  Then  Jonnie tries to talk to Laurie in private, wanting her to back out of the wedding.  He tries to get her to admit that they have a connection.  Laurie lies and tells him no, that she regrets yesterday;  she's going through with her marriage no matter what anyone says.  And finally, during all this, Mike goes up to Victor and informs his brother of the deaths that occurred on the waterfront last night -- and their connection to the Nichols crew.  Victor angrilly  pushes him away.  

The ceremony begins, and it's filled with the awkward blending of the Fiore and Nichols families.  Young Julie Fiore plays the cello as Laurie walks down the aisle.  Anthony is Victor's best man,  and Hannah is Laurie's matron of honor.   Elsewhere in attendance are Tom, Carlo, Mike and Marty, all the Nicholses, Jason (as Julie's "date") and Daphne (with Ian).  Father Ryan goes through with the service, pronouncing Vic and Laurie man and wife at last.  

As things conclude, Jonnie turns away in disgust to look out the window, where he happens to see some apparent latecomers to the church -- a pair of limos driving up to the curb.  Instinctively he senses something is wrong.  His guess is confirmed when he catches a glimpse of Taggart Vaughan (Hugh's son), coldly staring out at him from the rear of one of the limos as a bunch of grim-looking men get out of the cars.  Jonnie immediately realizes that Tag is out for vengeance for his father's death, and  shouts at Nick to get down --  just as all hell breaks loose.  The stained glass windows are shattered by gunfire aimed at the wedding party as chaos ensues -- Carlo moves to protect Julie, Adele covers Becca and Simon, and Nick jumps in front of Hannah.  

Meanwhile, Mike pulls out his own service pistol and pushes Marty and others to the floor.  Similarly, Jonnie aims and fires at the windows, and the other Nichols family bodyguards also fire back. Everything is noise, smoke, glass and blood.    Mike turns around and, seeing the bullet-ridden body of a loved one, cries out in anguished horror, No! 

End of fourth season.

MIKE/MARTY continued.

In the fifth season. the primary victim of the shooting is revealed  -- Victor.  Mike and his family are devastated by Victor's death.  The tragedy not only destroys the family, but Martina is now unable/unwilling to burden Mike with the news of her rape.  She focuses on taking  care of Mike. But their sex life diminishes into nothingness. Mike  suggests that they get married right away in a civil ceremony -- he doesn't want to wait, since due to Vic's death he realizes how short life is.   Martina agrees, somewhat less than enthusiastically, and they're married at city hall.  

As Mike tries to make things happy for his family,  Marty goes downhill.  She begins to resent Mike; of course, their sex life dwindles into nothing.   When Adele orders another  two-pronged attack on Marty to get the necklace, poor Martina nearly has a  nervous breakdown due to the trauma. Mike tries to reconcile, but  Martina can't handle the pressure. She leaves town, heading up to the  Knight's Rest inn where she and Sebastian Knight bond in a  father/daughter sort of relationship. He even convinces her to join him  in exercising/martial arts lessons, and -- wanting to increase her ability to defend herself  -- she agrees.

Later, she and Sebastian are walking in the tiny local shop area when  she remembers that she'd left the Fiore necklace in the antique jewelry  store. When she goes inside to recover the necklace, Sebastian is taken  aback and is clearly very interested in the piece, explaining that it's  due to his love of collecting. However, he has an ulterior motive...

Meanwhile back at the ranch, Mike has thrown himself into investigating  the Nichols family, even though he's been warned by the chief and the DA  to back off. But his anger at Martina and the grief over Victor's death  spurs him on. And then he learns about Martina's involvement in the  Jonnie/Nichols undercover deal (her client, Ossie /Kessleman, was  Jonnie's "inside" contact until his death). The knowledge that Marty  had *proof* of Nichols's criminal activity -- and didn't tell Mike --  makes him upset with Martina all over again.

At the inn: Martina discovers that the locket's clasp -- which has been unopenable for  decades -- has been fixed as well. For the first time she opens it, and  discovers an old document with some indecipherable numbers. The thought of some minor  mystery related to Mike's family intrigues her, and this -- combined  with her newly-acquired self-defensive skills -- rekindles a bit of her  old spirit, confidence and  curiosity.  Of course, she also finds herself missing Mike terribly, especially  while looking at the necklace, and so she calls him up ostensibly to  tell him about the discovery. Unfortunately, the conversation goes  badly due to Mike's renewed resentment towards her. 

At home, Mike tries to comfort himself by bonding with his family, and  one night he, Carlo and Julie spend some happy time looking over old  photographs. They come across a few of Mike and Julie's late mom, Anna,  when she was still young during the mid-1940s. Mike sorta recognizes  one of the friends with her, who looks vaguely familiar, and wonders if  he's one of the uncles (on his mom's side) he never met. Carlo says no, he doesn't know who the young  man is, but he's not a relative. 

Meanwhile, Marty tells Sebastian about the argument she had with Mike, and offhandedly reveals the document she  found in the locket. Sebastian checks  it out, and tells her that the numbers appear to be geographical  coordinates and a code of some kind.   He encourages Marty to follow through on her whim to take a trip overseas to  check out the location; Sebastian  surprises her by asking to come along.

Back in Skyfalls, Mike finds himself uncomfortably close to suspecting  Tom to David Reilly's murder. Afraid that he'll be losing another  brother, he backs off the case somewhat. He also learns from Rena that  Marty is leaving the country, which worries him. He calls Martina up to  apologize, and things end a bit awkwardly but not too badly, for a  change. He's glad to learn that she's not going overseas by herself,  and that she's made a friend in Sebastian.

Eventually with Frank's help, Mike makes the connection that's  been eluding him: the guy in the old family photograph could have been  a very young version of Sebastian!  But could Sebastian have been in Italy back then?  And what does it all mean?   Mike travels up to the inn to say goodbye to Marty and,  incidentally, get another look at Sebastian. Alas, they've already left for  the airport. Mike asks a staffer if there's any pictures of Seb around.  There aren't, and Mike returns home unsatisfied.

Longer-term, Mike will uncover the truth, probably through Laurie, that Sebastian not only is the guy in Anna Fiore's photo, but he's none other than  Alistair Nichols, the infamous estranged father of Nick, Cameron and  Laurie! Immediately Mike rushes off to save Martina from what he feels  must be a dangerous scenario.

He'll eventually connect up with Martina, they spar about Sebastian.  She's upset at learning Seb's a Nichols (which brings up her issues of  trusting the wrong man again), and confronts the man whom she's grown  close to. He apologizes to an implacable Marty, and tries to convince  her that he would never hurt her. The similarity between these words  and Alex's similar claims (she flashes back to the night of their  deal -- and then the rape) freak Marty out, and she finally reveals the  rape to Sebastian. He is sympathetic and gives her the comfort she  wishes she could ask for from Mike.

The three stick together in this adventure, a strange threesome with  Mike not trusting Sebastian, Martina angry at Mike for only seeking her  out when her life was allegedly in danger from a member of the Nichols  family, and Sebastian not revealing more of his motives than absolutely  necessary.  

CHELSEA/JEM/GREG/RENA/CHARLES/MAXINE et al, continued:

When Maxine reveals to Charles that she's uncovered a serious breach of ethics and potential gross negligence on Greg's part -- having given Olivia untested medicine -- Charles is thrilled with this info and plans to dismiss Greg once and for all. The next day, Chelsea  learns of this during a fight with  her stepmother and goes to warn Greg. Greg is desperate to keep Rena out of the legal  mess, and Chelsea -- thoughts of Jem pushed aside due to this incredible opportunity -- says she has a plan.  When Charles calls a meeting with Greg,  Chelsea  appears as well ; when Charles fires Greg, she says innocently, "gee dad, you can't  do that to your son-in-law!"

Charles knows he can't destroy Chelsea's happiness -- especially after nearly  losing her in the kidnapping. As long as Greg's attached to Chelsea, his  job is safe.   (Sort of an echo of the Daphne/Ian situation.)  Privately, Greg is just as surprised by the news of their  "marriage." Chelsea convinces him that this is the only solution; Greg realizes he can't tell Rena the truth, since she'd never let Greg lie for her.  Rena and Jem learn the news together, and both are devastated; Rena is particularly upset since it was only a couple of days ago when she and Greg made love for the first time.  She and Jem bond as the season progresses. Chelsea is in seventh  heaven and has fun setting up a house with Greg. They also grow closer  as Greg learns more about Chelsea's vulnerable side, which starts to appear when Chelsea pushes to help her mom (Roberta) get better.  

Enlisting Kalid and Greg's help, she gets them to re-examine Roberta's case.  Kalid determines that Roberta is being severely overmedicated, and that this could be exacerbating -- possibly even causing -- the catatonia.  Greg agrees, and between the two of them they try to get Roberta transferred from Greenhaven (the private mental hospital) to  Skyfalls Community Hospital.  Charles is upset when he learns of this, not wanting to deal with having his ex-wife in the same hospital where he works every day.  His wife Cynthia isn't pleased either, and convinces him to stop financially supporting Roberta's treatment if they go through with the transfer.   Jem (who still feels guilty over Chelsea's kidnapping) secretly comes through with the extra money, since by now he's doing pretty well, and Roberta gets the help she needs -- resulting in a steady recovery.

Charles is shocked at her rapid improvement, and feels horrible that his decision to put Roberta into Greenhaven may have delayed her recovery. He finds himself drawn back into his ex-wife's life -- much to his current family's dismay, especially once Roberta finally becomes an outpatient.

A major bump in Roberta's recovery is that after so many missing years, she has to re-live the loss of her son and husband all over again.   She seems unable to cope with the changes over the years, and tries to convince Charles to help 'find' their boy.   In the meantime, she connects strongly with Jason, whom she sees as a living version of her lost child.  Cynthia feels jealous and understandably threatened by this woman so out of touch with reality, and when she notices how intensely Roberta seems to feel for Jason, begins to fear for her son's safety.  She presses Charles to push Roberta out of their lives.  Torn between Cynthia and the woman he divorced but never stopped loving, Charles must decide where his loyalties lie.

