
DRAFT - President Clinton remarks for Isaac Stern Tribute. January 28.1997

Good Evening. Isaac, ladies and gentleman.

Isaac. ,vou have lifted our hearts with your music. You have used this international language to
communicate with people throughout the United States and around the world, inspiring
countless others to use their own talent to spread beautv and joy. You have performed on the
national Amglgao stage as well as the concert stage, as one of the founders. of the National
Endo'uvment for the Arts. My predecessor. President Bush, awarded you the highest honor our
nation can bestow a civiiian--the Presidential Medai of Freedom. President Johnson once said
that the Medal of Freedom was a "means of national thanks and encouragement for the seifless
effort and the briiliant task." You exemplify both ideals through the brilliance of your art, and
the selflessness of your work as an unofficial ambassador of music and culture. And I am proud
to have appointed you to the President's Committee on the Arts and Humanities.

You have taught innumerable young people the preciousness of God's gift of taient. encouraging
them to learn and grow, to reach outward beyond their own perceived limits. Y*9" lgyglbut_tg.
ability, both in mq;;_1.9__andjnJilo-tdg*to communicate with people at the most basic, honest,

-
d-own-to-earth level, while still focusing on what is most noble, what is most upiiftin-e. You
have spoken of the stars while standing on the ground-enlllhgrglgl q*fu_"jtfgollgl!-gikr qf
lifeyouv-e-p.ersop4lly.i$-uS_l-gg+**ld_!_oSqbg"disextraordinary.

Your work for Camegie Hall exemplifies this vision. My enfirelife,^C-am-_e_ga$all has been

qo3llhg! U pgifaile it has been a lligfufuhorthandsl.symbol of excellence inler$nn-an"e,
all-o.us nil-li_qry-yfo"!3y"qJSy-gt",rule-r-ad"i1s-d.o.ors yo_u and your
pqlgyer31eg q_e_Igsp-91]l_t-!..le fo*bg !yy-r*v._Ai"_o_f-this 

glorious cornerstone of American concert
halls. Without your help. the very building that surrounds you would have been turned to. rubble.
The history-rich stage that lies beneath your feet would have disappeared.

And you ,*.0 more than just its physical iife. Without you, tbg-rv-ond-e-rful*c-ogg4lgl]-+jgslf
that has filled the Hall and enriched the iives of so many wouid have been siienced. Andtu.1-d-er
yeUL 

-qlylj_L9.Ftde4py,--Carnegie Hall has become a nationai forum for musical education,
recordings and nationwide broadcasts. Carnegie Hall has passed into ouixmerican language as

the highest echelon of personal achievement. It is a place where hard work and talent are

recognized. It represents the goals and high standards to which everv person in our democratic
country can aspire.

I understand that more than fifteen million dollars has been raised in your honor for this special
night. This remarkable outpouring of supporl from the private sector shows just how. much love
and affection this country holds for you, personaily, and for the Carnegie Hall you hold so dear.
It is an example of hgy*aSaredlove of excellence.gan inspire a diverse community like New
Y--o:k. -

Isaac, I am so pleased to be abie to congratulate you on this special night. where so many people
have joined to pay you tribute. And for ali your wonderful, precious gifts to the United States
and the world, I thank you.


